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Six More Years of Poo-poo-ning on Our Beaches: 

Environmental Pollution Sponsored by the Nobel Rebel 

War Crime Recipient Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf’s Government! 

 

By Rabbi Gbaba 

 

 
 

Most residents of Monrovia have no flush toilets or public or government toilets to ease themselves 

because the Sirleaf government does not provide needed services for Liberian citizens and foreign 

residents. As a result, most residents in Monrovia ease themselves on the beautiful beaches of Monrovia 

that have now been turned into public toilets. For this reason, the beaches of Monrovia are polluted with 

human feces and they are one of the sources of environmental pollution and the spread of contagious 

diseases in present day Liberia. Based on my knowledge of Monrovia, the picture above seems to be taken 

somewhere on the West Point beach and the buildings in the background appear to be the Waterside section 

of Monrovia around the Johansen- Old Kru Town area. Is this the development that the Sirleaf government 

has made over the past six years or will make in the next six years! Please, Ellen supporters, be real with 

yourselves and us! 

 

 
Introduction 

  
 I was born in the Barclay Training Center (BTC) and my parents built their home 

in “PHP” (Public Health Pond) next door to the BTC. Hence, I spent most of my 

childhood days in “PHP” and BTC in the South Beach section of Monrovia. In particular, 

“PHP” was thus named for two reasons: one, because the Public Health office was 
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located in this side of Monrovia; and two, because there was a pond near South Beach 

where we swam and did “Bayo-sumalay”!  

 

We received and updated our vaccinations at the Public Health office that was too 

close for comfort, and so as children we dreaded going to the Public Health office when it 

was time to update our shots. To date, I can still recall my first experience when my aunt, 

Alice Jarbah-Wiles, took me to get my first vaccination. It hurt so much that I cried and 

then I developed fever and my left arm swelled up for a couple of days. My mother 

pressed my arm with hot water until the swelling subsided. 

  

The Socio-Economic and Political Background of Public Toilets 
 

The theme picture above tells more than meets the eye. Based on the fact that 

most residents of Monrovia use the beaches as ‘restroom’ spells out the critical socio-

economic and political circumstances in which Liberians presently find themselves under 

the Sirleaf government. Here, we see history repeating itself, while things are even worse 

now for the masses than they were say forty or fifty years ago!  

 

 

For an example, one may ask: “Which group or class of people or men is seen 

poo-poo-ning on the beach in our photograph above? Note that the expression “poo-poo-

ning” is a locally coined word that means “to defecate” or “to expel feces.” Thus, who 

would you say the individuals who are defecating on the beach are? Are they the well off 

who work in Ellen’s government; or, are they members of the lower bracket of society?  

  

What does such a photograph tell you about the economic, social, cultural, 

political conditions of ordinary Liberians in Monrovia today? And, how feasible is it for 

any investor in the tourism industry to invest in tourism in Liberia when the beach that is 

used for recreation in the civilized world is being used as a public toilet facility in 

Liberia? Mind you, people sometimes eased themselves on beaches back in the day but it 

was not as commonplace as it is today in Liberia.  

  

In those days when I was a child, “Who know you” was at its peak and so most 

of the residents of "PHP", West Point, Claratown, Vai Town, New Kru Town, Logan 

Town, Slip Way, Soniwen, Bassa Community, Plonkor, Chugbor, and  Twe Farm were 

mainly inhabited by members of the lower class while the upper class lived in Sinkor, 

Central Monrovia on Ashmun Street, Benson Street, and Broad Street Snapper Hill. 

Other members of the upper class in those days also lived on Payne Avenue, Old Road 

Sinkor, Congotown, American Legation or Mamba Point and Coconut Plantations, 

Paynesville, and so forth.  

 

So, in those days, there were only two distinct classes of citizens (upper and lower 

class), unlike today when we have an emerging and vibrant middle class. The upper class 

citizens were mainly Americo-Liberians and Congors and the lower class citizens were 

mainly members of the indigenous ethnic groups mostly from the interior or hinterland of 

Liberia. 
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What Were the Living Conditions Like in These Poor Congested Neighborhoods and 

Communities?  
  

In these congested and sometimes uninhabitable communities, most of the homes 

did not have flush toilets. Therefore, many families used chamber buckets to ease 

themselves. Sometimes some nasty neighbors threw their waste materials in other 

people’s yards at night and in the morning when the neighbors discovered there was poo-

poo thrown in their yards, heated arguments ensued among neighbors. On other 

occasions, the nasty neighbor would shit on a big piece of paper and roll it up like a 

parcel or gift wrap and throw it in a neighbor’s yard. As a result, these polluted and 

unsafe environmental conditions bred mosquitoes and subsequently spread malaria, as 

well as the outbreak of cholera, measles, small pox, chicken pox, among the poor citizens 

of Liberia.  

  

Fortunately, the Tubman government was wise enough to construct government 

toilets at strategic locations in Monrovia so that those without flush toilets in their homes 

could ease themselves without polluting the beautiful sandy beaches of Monrovia and/or 

their own communities and neighbors’ yards. Hence, the chamber buckets were emptied 

in the morning or at night at the government toilets and our beaches were mostly used for 

beach parties and to provide public entertainments that included soccer and volleyball 

matches, as well as musical extravaganzas, etc. 

  

What did the Government or Public Toilets Look Like?  
  

The government toilets did not have commodes but they consisted of several 

concrete seats, about five or six in a roll and there were sometimes little partitions to 

prevent one seeing the other shit. The seats were sometimes kept clean and at other times 

they were messed up. So, those who went to toilet often placed paper around the seat if 

they wanted to sit; or, they squatted and put their poo-poo loads down to avoid coming in 

contact with other people’s mess!  

 

There were no toilet tissues and so we used cement papers that we rubbed 

together very hard enough to soften the cement paper material in order to clean our 

behinds with it. Sometimes we used newspapers because most Liberians could not afford 

to purchase toilet tissues. They were luxurous household and toiletry items in those days. 

Beneath the public toilet seats was clean pump water gushing out to flush the feces as 

they dropped in the canal that led to the sewage system underground. Most of the waste 

materials from the government toilets in Monrovia flowed in the Soni creek and later 

emptied in the Atlantic Ocean around the new Executive Mansion and at the Coconut 

Plantations side of town.  

  

There were custodians who were hired by the government to clean the toilets on a 

regular basis. The toilets had two sides, the ladies side and the men’s side. No men were 

allowed on the women’s side and vice versa. Further, everyone had to share and to be 

considerate of the others by not spending too much time in the toilet while others were 
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jammed and wanted to ease themselves. Sometimes people grumbled when one or two 

individuals overstayed in the limited toilet seats while others were busy saying “My hay, 

my butt” in order to prevent coming on themselves.  

 

The expression “My hay, my but” was a superstitious belief most Liberians held 

to say that one could not poo or pee on himself or herself if he or she were jammed and 

said “My hay, my butt”. Accordingly, the “My hay, my butt” individuals waited for 

some considerate persons to vacate the seats so they could jump on board. Hence, for the 

most part the public cooperated with one another and so there were less fights at the 

various government toilets around Monrovia.  

  

Liberians Had Safe Drinking Pump Water in the 60s: Why Not Now, My People? 
  

Also, those who did not have running water in their homes drew their drinking 

and cooking water from the government toilets because the water was free and safe to 

drink. In addition, families that could afford it paid a small fee on a monthly basis to 

neighbors in the communities who had running water. Thus, this enabled neighbors to get 

their supply of water in the community instead of getting their drinking and cooking 

water from the public toilets. Even though, to say the least, the public toilet pumps from 

where the masses drew their water supply was outside of the toilets and the water from 

there was clean and safe.  

 

Also, most of us drew our water at night and/or very early in the morning when 

the pumps were free and when there were less people.  Additionally, the lines were very 

long and most times one had to be strong in order to secure a place on line for one’s 

bucket or buckets. Hence, it was as well a tedious process to draw water from the public 

pump or from a neighbor’s pump in the community. There was usually a custodian who 

kept account of those who paid and those who were in arrears. For instance, one would be 

denied to fetch water from the paid pump if one did not pay his or her monthly fee on 

time. Furthermore, there were times when Water and Sewer had to clean the reservoir and 

that sometimes created a shortage of water supply, especially during the dry season. 

Nevertheless, most Liberians have always had safe drinking water and electricity  

time and time again! That is why I ask: is poo-poo-ning on our beaches one of the 

Sirleaf administration’s areas! 
  

What Is the Environmental Protection Agency Doing in Liberia? 

  
             Environmental protection is a very important aspect of national safety and health 

management. It provides guidelines by which we may be able to preserve our 

environment on land, in the air and at sea in order to live healthy and fruitful lives. In 

advanced societies such as here in the United States of America, there are advocates who 

see to it that garbage or waste materials are not thrown in neighborhoods and 

communities or on beaches in the territorial waters or air space of the United States 

because such filthy and unsafe environmental practices have a domino effect on the lives 

of human beings, as well as ordinary plants and animals. Further, they may breed 
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communicable diseases among the citizens and consequently lead to epidemics of 

uncontrollable proportions.  

  

In this instance, it is the binding duty of the government to provide a safe and 

healthy environment for all its citizens by passing stringent laws that prohibit citizens and 

foreign businesses from polluting the environment in Liberia, meaning land, air, and sea. 

Obviously, it is safe to say the Sirleaf government has once more failed to provide basic 

services to the citizens judging from the photograph above. Hence, it can be further 

argued that the government does not give a damn as to whether or not the citizens die 

from communicable diseases. Hence, is the Sirleaf government only requesting for six 

more years just for the heck of it?  

  

Commendable Efforts by Patriotic Liberians to Protect the Environment in Liberia 
  

I recall the enthusiasm of Brother Morris Koffa and Dr. Dugbeh Nyan, two astute 

Liberian environmentalists who are fighting in their own weak ways to educate Liberians 

about the importance of environmental protection. Unfortunately they have not received 

the level of support they need from the government of Liberia to make their impact felt 

upon post-war Liberian society. Even though it can be recalled that they initiated pilot 

projects in New Kru Town some years back with minimal success. However, Koffa and 

Dr. Nyan need to be encouraged and all Liberians need to work together to uplift the 

standard of living of all Liberians at home and abroad.  

 

In view of the foregoing, we cannot sit supinely and expect Koff and Dr. Nyan to 

protect the entire Liberian environment (land, sea, and air) from waste materials being 

dumped on our shores and our waterways and air space without providing them financial, 

political, and moral supports. Thus, as a result of the lack of adequate information in this 

area, Monrovia and other parts of Liberia have been used as dumping grounds for waste 

materials by international companies who pay a few dollars to Liberian government 

officials to allow them dump wastes in Liberia. Thus, most of our beaches have been 

polluted and are unsuitable for public use.  

 

As a consequence, not only are human lives being endangered by the nonchalance 

of the Liberian government when it comes to environmental pollution; but rather, our 

animal and plant life, and air space are being adversely affected as well. Toxic waste 

materials dumped in our territorial waters affect the animal and plant life in the Atlantic 

Ocean, rivers and creeks and this in turn provides the poison we contract from eating 

poisoned sea and land foods and breathing polluted air due to poor environmental 

protection in Liberia. 

  

Conclusion 

  
            I began my expose by providing my readers an historical perspective of the 

problems past Liberian governments faced in addressing the issue of congestion in the 

capital city and some efforts that were made to alleviate some of those problems, 

particularly with respect to providing safe pipe-borne drinking water, as well as public 
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toilet facilities for the masses who could not afford flush toilets in their homes. In this 

light, I advanced my argument by using a recent photograph of Liberia depicting citizens 

using our beaches as public toilet facility while the government of the day does nothing 

to address the health hazards with which the Liberian people are faced in Monrovia that 

is now home to more than two million people!  

  

Consequently, I advanced my argument to emphasize the socio-economic, 

political, as well as the touristic implications of Liberians poo-poo-ning on our beaches 

and how this may not only hurt our economic and political future but our health and well-

being as well. For this reason, I provided a picture of what life was like for the Liberian 

masses back in the day and how the government of the day managed to pull off the issue 

of addressing public health safety and management issues. Hence, I wondered if 

Liberians had safe drinking water and public toilet facilities long ago, then why don’t 

Liberians have those same facilities now in 2011?  

  

Accordingly, I stressed the need for environmental protection in Liberia and how 

its maintenance may benefit all Liberians in terms of preventing communicable diseases 

and epidemics among Liberians as a result of environmental pollution. Thus, I 

strategically used as an example the misuse of our beaches as public toilets to drive my 

point across to my audience. Against this backdrop, I cited the commendable efforts 

initiated by two patriotic Liberians who have been in the vanguard of environmental 

protection in Liberia, namely Morris Koffa and Dr. Dugbeh Nyan and I urged all 

Liberians and the international community to join forces with them in order to secure our 

environment (land, sea, and air) in the greater interest of all Liberians. Finally, I ended by 

calling on the government of Liberia to be more assertive in promoting the environment 

in Liberia. Hope you join us in advocating for a safe environment in Liberia today. Thank 

you. 

 

Rabbi Prince Joseph Tomoonh-Garlodeyh Gbaba, Sr., Ed.D. 

December 14, 2011 

 

 


